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Study on the Regrowth Ability of Pinus tabulaef ormis
after Damaging by Pine Caterpillar

Li Zhenyu Chen H uasheng Cong Xiuyu Han Yisheng Qiao X iurong

Abstract Losing a certain number of one-year-old needles will have a significant effect
on the height growth of Pinus tabulaeformis and the length of needles in the following year:
the greater the loss, the more serious the effect. After two years, they will return to the nor-
mal status although still be different in height growth. If the losing is a small number of
two-tothree-year-old needle, the pines have compensation and super—compensation effect,
but if one-year—old needle, they have not- In the years when the pine caterpillar burst out and
95% of the one-totwo-year-old needles are lost, the pines will return to normal status in
three years if the site situations are good and they will not if the site situations are poor, for
example, a dry southern slope. So,in the control of pine caterpillar, making the widest possi—
bility to reduce the loss of one-year—old needles is a key to ensure the normal growth of pine
trees.
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