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A Study on the Cultivation of (puntia ficus-indica

WNG Wernryun, YANG Shi-yu, I Zhi-guo

( Research Irstitute of Resource Insects, CAF, Kunming 650216, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: The cultivation experiments of red-fruit and yellow- fruit types of Opuntia ficus-indica were conduded
with cuttage of the joints. Model I (2 parallel rows on one bed, row spacing 30 cm, spacing in the rows 30 cm)
and model IT(3 rows on one bed shaped the letter“ X’ , 2 outside parallel rows and row spacing 40 am) were fit-
ed to the culture of seedling joints. Mode I was also suitable for the culture of joints used as vegetable, forage
and cochineal insects’” food, and model II[1 row in one bed, spacing in the row 60 cm, and bed spacing 100
an) for fruits culture. A mature joint only inferior to the top position of plant was the best to be used as cut-
tings. There was no evident differences for yellow-fruit type to be cultivated on either sandy or clay soil, but ob-
vious for redfruit type. In spite of its inferior to yellow- fruit type on the clay soil, the quantity and weight of new
joints of red-fruit type were 1. 19 and 1. 54 times that of yellow- fruit type on the sandy soil, and 2. 07 and 2.25
times that of on the clay soil respectively.
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